$600,900 Damages | 
Asked in Lamb Suit ` 


U NRE 


The city of Terre Hauteundthestatedt a 


| Indiana have been named defendants ina 


$600.000 damage suit filed Friday 
afternoon in Superior Court: by the 


| parents of William R. Lamb Jr.. who was 


killed in a high-speed police chase here a 


year ago. 


The suit asks $300,000 for actual 
damages and another $300.000 exemplary 
or punitive damages for William R. 
Lamb Sr. and Ruth Lamb. parents of the 


> dead youngster. 


Young Lamb, who was.14 at the time of 


his death. was being pursued by several 


police squad cars. including units from ~ 


the Terre Haute Police Department and 


' Indiana State’ Police. when the car he 


was driving crashed into a parked truck 
near Twelfth and Spruce streets. The 
chase, which lasted 22 minutes, began 
near 25th and Franklin Streets and 


| covered much of the city’s southside and 


near-northside. 


The suit charges the city police 
officers. a state trooper and a state 
excise police officer conducted the chase 
in a “reckless, malicious and oppressive 
manner totally in disregard of the rights 
of William R. Lamb Jr. 


It asserts further they ‘exercised and 
used excessive force in attempting to 
stop the vehicle .. . by the use of 
firearms, including handguns and a 
shotgun." The suit states the attempt to 
stop the vehicle resulted from an alleged 
misdemenaor traffic offense and that the 


| 
| 
T JAN17 1976 i 
use of firearms was the proximate cause 
of Lamb's death. / 
An investigation was made into the nm) 
boy's death by the Vigo County Grand 
Jury shortly after the incident. The 
six-member panel returned a “no bill 
which means there was not enough 
evidence to bring indictments against 
anyone involved in the case. 
Raymond H. Modesitt of the Dix, 
Patrick. Ratcliffe & Adamson law firm 


filed the complaint in the Lambs’ behalf. 
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To Hear suit 
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ice MAY g ae AETA: The suit filed by .the 
Parke. Clay and Vermillion. | youngsters parents seeks 
have been named as potential | damages in the amount of 
sites for the suit filed as the | $600.000 
result of the death of William R 
‘Lamb Jr. who was killed in 
January of 1975, following a 
) nigh speed chase with police’ | \ 
Judge Harold J Bitzegaio of Community Affairs File 
Vigo County Court Division | Lib 
¿ranted the State of Indiana a rar 
motion for a change of venue Vigo County Public y 
Defendants ın the suit are the 
state. the City ot Tërre Haute 
and an Indiana Excise Police 
yifieer 
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After Police Chase 


T JAN..17 1975 
A Terre Haute-youth, involved in a high-speed chase by city and state police | 


Í Thursday night that ended when the youth wrecked the auto, is dead. 
William- Lamb Jr., 14, a ninth grade student at Woodrow Wilson Junior High 
School, died at 11:03 p.m. Thursday at Union Hospital. 
He was the'Son of Mr. and Mrs. William R. Lamb Sr., 231 N. 23rd St. 


p 


Shots w rtedly fired at the youth's vehicle during a 25-minute chase 


‘that began at when 
Lamb allegedly q, syOPesign |: 
n the viciniy of 2kst and! Frank- 

Sts. A "a | 
The chase ended when the cart 
driven by the youth left the: 
street, squeezed beiween a tele-! 

{phone pole and a building and) 

2 finally came to rest after strik- 
‘ing the rear end of a parked 
dump truck at 12th and Spruce’ 

nes Sts. i 

Whether Lamb’s death was; 
caused by the shots or by the | 
= automobile wreck was not de-|7~ 

“\termined, pending a report from |f 

< ‘the coroner. An autopsy was |) 
performed Friday morning. 
= City police did state that shots | 
> were fired during the chase. but} 

it was not known if the youth } 
had been hit. | 

Bullet holes were allegedly f 
found in the rear of the car. In/ 
addition, part of the back win- 4 
daw of the vehicle was broken 
out, 

After the city officer on pa-/ 


he began a chase that covered ii 
e extreme south end of the | 
city. the southwest corner of! 
Terre Haute. and the near north- į 
side. 
During jaat time. speeds | 
ranged from 50 to 75 miles per. 
jhour. Three road blocks were 
T |set up during the chase, but 
|Lamb disregarded all three, hit- 
“ting two city vehicles. accord- 
‘ing to the police reports. 
| During the chase, six city 
land one state police car were 
involved. At the time of the’ 
crash, beth city and state police 
were on the scene. 
The 1972 compact car Lamb 
was driving was heavily dam- 
Maed _ oa 
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Reports indicate the citv po- 
lice picked up a second youth, 
also a 14-year-old. who had been 
riding in Lamb's automobile at 
One point during the chase. 

The youth apparently got out 
of the car near Hulman and 
19 Sts. and allegedly attempted 
to flee on foot. 

Police interviewed the second 
¡youth in reference to the situa- 
tien, but he was not held. 

Police indicated that the in- 
vestigation was continuing and 
that debriefings were still in 
vogress Friday afternoon. Of- 
Fcials also confirmed that Lamb) 
had no police record. | 

The injured vouth was trans-4 
vorted to Union Hospital br ai 
Terre Haute Fire Departmen 
ambulance. His. initiol condi 
tion was reporied as critical. but 
he died stior:!\ hereafter. 

At Woodrow Wilson Junior 
!High School, Lamb plaved the 
'trumpet in the school band. Hef 
[also had carried two Terre’ 
[Haute Star routes for about a! 
year. ; i 
1 Other survivors inel j 
i brother, Robert, US. dis cine! 
Corps, aboard ship ir Mediter- $ 
ranean; two sisters. Kathleen: 
and Ellen. both at home: al 
grandmother, Mis. Bes s je 
Lamb. Brazil and. several 
aunts and uncles. 

Funeral arrangements are 
pending at the Cailahan Funeral 
‘Home. + ` 
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Thursday night follow 
spged chase with “po 
The TRIBUNE Sat 
turned over his fin 
Georg Kern, a deputy 
for Vigo County Coron 
Robert J. Burkle. {stances 

Dr. Weinbaum said his report death. A r 
to Kern listed the cause of jury sessi 
death. ye roe 5s ru 

Kern was unayeilable fo 
comment. There has 


Vigo County Prosecutor Mi- 


o Ae EAS ; 
WILLIAM R. LAMB JR. 


n gunshot wour 


have t 
e of Kearns. pA; S 
jeen “no! Anderson we 

en po Anderson went on {o 
indication by authorities when.a number of Jaw nk r 
the report will be made public, officers weanans : 
the Federal Bureaw of Inve 
chael H. Kearns Friday after-jgation ballistics office to deter- 


all 
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said 
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tmine which weapon fired the 
i that entered the youth's 
A AF) É 


y. E 
l "Phe judge Säid that any weap 
‘on that was fired during the 
twill berun through bal 


“of law enforcement 
luding Terre Haute 
BCtives and detectives 
idi State Police: 


along investigators from 


the circum- the comune office. Saturdays 


sons and collect evidence. 
‘The high speed chase first be 


e "gran Sons continuing to interview per-' 
` 


y 


rom the gan about 9:30 p.m. Thursday 


ave b efi § 


when a city policeman attempt-j 


hat €d to stop the auto driven by 
Lamb after it allegediv ran a} 


, Stop sign atile intersection of 
2ist and Franklin Sts. 
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: The chase finaily ended when 
the auto struck a parked dump 
truck at 12th and Spruce Sts. 
A number of bullet holes were 
found in the auto. The back 
windshield had been shattered 
as well as the front glass. 
Following the crask Lamb 
‘was taken to Union Hospital, 
Where he died about two hours 
later. 
i A second youth in the auto 
driven by Lamb jumped from 
‘the vehicle when it stopped at 
19th and Hulman Sts. That 
{youth was taken into custody 
tby police, questioned and later 
released. 


Lamb was a ninth grade stu- 
jdent at Woodrow Wilson Jumor 
> High School and a newscarrier | 

for the Terre Haute Star. 


Survivors include the parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Lamb 


*2:Sr.; a brother, Robert, serving 


with the U.S. Marine Corps 
aboard a ship in the Mediter- 
ranean; two sisters, Kathleen 
and Ellen, both at home; the 
gvandmother, Mrs. Bessie 


‘Lamb, Brazil. and several aunts 
and uncles. 

Friends may call at the. Cal- 
lahan Funeral Home after 2:39 
ip.m. Sunday. A wake service 
{will be held at the funeral home 
Pat 4 pim., Sunday with Father 


David awler officiating, Other 
funeral services are pending 
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By DOUG SANDHAGE 
Star Staff Writer 

| A 14-year-old Terre Haute boy 
died shortly alter 11 p.m. 
Thursday following a 30-minute’ 
auto chase that began with his- 
running a’stop sign. 

Dead is William R. Lamb, Jr. 
JA ninth grade student at 
Woodrow Wilson Junior- High 


School, he was the son of Mr. ` 


and Mrs. William R. Lamb, Sri 
231 N. 28rd St. 

| An autopsy en the body to 
[determine cause of death was 
‘performed Friday morning. 
Neither Vigo County Coroner | 
‘Dr. Robert Burkle nor his assis- 

jtant George Kern were; 
available for comment during 


the day or prior to the Star’s# 


i presstime. 
PAT + 

However, Vigo. County 
i Prosecutor Mike Kearns told 
The Star that bullets, fired at 
| the. vehicle during the chase, 
‘were removed from the body of 
the boy. He did not know and 
-would not speculate if the 
bullets or the final crash caused 
the death of the local boy. 

Kearns said that he- spent 
most of Friday seeing that all 
the law enforcement agencies 
involved in the investigation 
turned over all the available 
evidence and reports. He added 
that he has asked the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) 
to cooperate by clearing and 
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ehécking evidence sent to its 
|Washington, D.C. veadquarters. 
| The FBI was in no way in 
ivolved in the Thursday night in- 


‘cident, according . to both 
Kearns and FBI Agent Bowen 
| Johnson, Sr. resident officer of 
Ithe local office. -` 

Kearns concluded that he has 
{not yet looked into any legal 
aspects, if there are any, con- 
cerming the case. 

Other unconfirmed reports in- 
dicated that a grand jury may 
investigate. 

EXI AREE 

A city police spokesman. 
who wished mot to be iderti- 
fied, told The Star. that the rule 
of thumb to follow before de- 
ciding to use firearm force to 

‘stop a subject is “if another 


aparson’s life jis: jn danger 


and/or it there is no other aj] 
ternative.” 

The spokesman added that | 
cther circumstances, meluding 
the thought that a felony had 
been committed by the subject, | 
would be reason enough for | 
firearm force, 

The final decision must be 
mace by the officer in pursuit 


“whose job it is to protect the 


innocent, the spokesman con- 
cluded. 


According ww available ‘re i 


ports, the incident started about 
9:30 p.m. when the Lamb youth ; 
was ‘spotted by police running 
a stop sign at 2tst and Frank- 
lin Streets. When the ; police | 
officer, who has vot been! 
identified, tried to stop the ve- 
hicle, the chase began. 
However. the auto reported 


pulled over at the Intersec- 5 


tion of Hulman and 19th Strects 
when a second juvenile got Gui 
of the car. While the youth 
was being detained by. t the or- 
ficer, Lemb reportedly took | 
oif again 

The chase a south te ee 
garet Avenue, wesi to Sta 
Road 53, sean to TAs oa] 
Sire=. east to 6th» Sirer 
north to Poplar Street. east 4 


8th Street, north to Cheiry, | 
east to sh Street, north toj 


Spruce Sireet, and east to 12th 
Street. 


Speeds reporzedly 


miles per hour during the 
chase. Five city police squad 
lears and one state police 
‘hicle were in pursuit, 


reached | 
somewhere between 75 and 90} 


! Jt is unknown wher the 
i were fired but Lamb r i 
| got away from th ree ready’ “ae A 


the car 
The chase Saeed E 12 
Spruce Streets when t 
Jeft the read, squeezed bein 
a {telephone pole ard a buiniing] 
and then struck the rear end ct! 
a parked curmp truck. } 
At the scere, The Star counied 
at least eight bullet holes ve 
the rear right tire. In addition, ; 
part of the rear window on the! 
drivers sige was blown away,, ; 
uaknown if caused by the crash} 
or gunfire, ' 
One source told The Siar that 
an attempt was mace to only 
shoot at lhe tires of the. vehicle 
to get it stopped. However, it 
Was report tedly found that the 


tires ware steal belted vadials 
oe to be penetrated, j 

Lamb was takan to Union 
Hospital where he. was ani 
tol in critica? coadiiion. He diced 
ai i1:05 p.m. 

The second youth, wh 
questioned! by anthavitios 
day. is apparently not beina 
charged. Reports indicate thas 
during questioning, the youin 
sai thet he unsuccessfully tries 
to get Lamb to stop. 

+ 4 

‘The 7972 model Volkswagen 
appear ed to be heavily dari 
asec. 

“Several persons who were 
able to observe paits of the 
chase indicated’ that several 
near crashes were just narrowly 
avoided, especially when the 
youth went north on Stn Street, 
a one-way street. 

At Woodrow Wilson Junior 
High, Lamb played the trumoget 
in the school band. He aiso had 
carried two Terre Haute Siar 
paper routes for about a year. 

Police indicate that he had 
no police record. 

Funera! arrangements are 
pending at the Callahan Funeral 
Eome. 
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“Tt Seans there s 
have been another 


keeps coming u 

sations about t 
14-year-old | 

Lamb Jr., fatally wounded, 
in a police chase resu 


. all ged. w 


claims N ae? 

“authorities and ob- 

e, as well as young 
yo 


. Lamb Sr. said 
Saturday. “We don't wani to 
criticize the police. They do a 
tremendous job — especially 
ywith their hands tied abe ebing 
| their backs ‘the way hey are, 
|by the courts—it just looks like f 
there have _been another & 
way. G PERCA 


| appear to agree. But the USUA 
concern about fragmen ' 


growing awareness ti 
case at hand is in son 
‘unique—but í app 
| combine eto 


0 noted. 
inquiry’ ' 


Ei be. re uested by: 
lihe a eo» : x 


Prosecuting Attorney! 
ams said Satur, 


“eve ‘that he probably : 


will have some idea tbe first of, 
ithe week as to when he will be: 


hether a grane i 


‘ 
cal n ine y 5 


is and other as.) 


stigation, sanch, 


‘then we'll see ifiit needs to go 


ito the Grand Ju 
wake an unreasonable nal ot i 


jtime 25 


dafur. pe N torth 


ory in ‘Washingto 


por ding ie Prosecutor 


lai urkle. genais vdi | 
ated hayoung Lamb" ] 
yielded + no le pi races 


cated by 
obviously 


of a hard-wo 
abiding bos " 
ily at 

her ac 


“He 


mi rr 


Sithe honor roll at school, 
JA and B averages, his folks: re- 


| boy. He sad 


in a car’ 
¿mọn conversation. 

Young Lamb was usually on 
with 


called. 
“He was never any problem, 
r said. “He had 
ce record at 


recollections continued. 3 
“He®got up at 4 a.m. to tak 
care of those routes. Naturally, 
he had to go to bed pretty early. 
That's “why it’s still hard for 

me to believe he took the car. 
You always knew where he 


iwas. If he was going tobe late. 
jbe’d call. ; 


“She (Mrs. aint} was home 
(Thursday) night. The car was 
supposed to be in the garage. 
- | Higa if he could go 
out for a with the other 


> would be back 
before 19 0’ i 


to the cliche 
stranger than 
Beest the in 
driver man- 


back up ama 
near northside 


sgt ge a 


on mot filormagign 
awaiting etion 


gation has. 


E teued by 


E or jhe bod f 


Wee ci, of in com-© 


NGL true, ac cord) ng to 
SOUTER including te senior 
| Lamb. “phere were a couple of 
uI snow tires on the rear... 
orice four years old. And, a 
air of newer tires on the fro y 
_ nol stecl-belied, Um su! 
s a matter of fact, ons 
al report stated that 
one of the tires was 
a shot. It was 
also that most of the 
counted by a re orted \ 
the sn 


{ 


~~ SSNAN 


Decision ek Die 


eAMmunity Affairs Flle 


S my 20 


The prosecuting attorney's of-, 


=e i otek uiy Pi | 
and r 


‘Soon 


from gunfire and the car crash 


1 tice has drawn, the attention of contributed” ‘equaily to" Lamh’s 


„a5 a -decision 


. 

+ 
Beset by A news me ia. 
‘igo County “Prosecutor Mik 
$ Kearns stated no further infor: 
wation has developed in his in- 
E vestigation. The local boy “was 
jfataliy injured after sa high 


aspeed chase by police Thursday! 


Snight ended when Lamb's Car 
{crashed ima the rear end of a 
{perked truck. 


“When something breaks, I'l] 

et you know.” Kearns wearily 

said as he continued to collect]. 

nd study evidence, including 

Q autopsy report from the of- 

x e of Vigo County Coroner 
Robert J. Burkle. 

t Burkle coufirmed that frag- 

iments of either bullets or shot- 

oe pellets were found in sev- 


era! areas of young Lamb’s| 


~{body. While Burkle declined to 


‘specify what areas, Kearns had| 


ated. earlier the local boy suf- 
fered head wounds, according to 


nis reports. 
Me + + + 
x: es 


> (to! de: ermine ‘exact cause ofi 
= death).” 
į inought ~it 


i 


Es 


Burkle commented. | analysis. 


eani he added.» - 


I See TRE JURY 
1 Of Page 3. Column 5 


i A 


Lamh alter ricocneting. Burkle’ 
slated this would be*darn hard. 
ta delermine from ‘preliminary: 
investigation, sI don't think | 
swell ever know,” 
The tragments extracted from: 
the young boy’s body were sent, | 


among other physical evidence, j_ 
to the Washington, D.C.. office f 
of the Federal Bureau of 


Investigation (FBI). 

Analysis by the FBI 
laboratory scitutists will take! 
ten days to two weeks before a 


i final report is returaed to Terre T 
Haute officials, Burkle told The» 


Star. 

Investigators and officials 
decided Friday an examination 
by FBI experts will yield the | 


most impartial results, Burkle | 


continued, n i 


“Is quite a difficult question? Customarily, evidence would 


be sex to the state lab for! 
But, since Indiana) 


ssibleboth wounds State Police officers were in- 


volved in the Thursday aight 
~-pursuit. officials ruled out this’ 
í approach, according to Burkle, 
to avoid aay possible conflict obs 


‘interest, if koz 


i = mE E 
’ Available reports indicate the 


Thursday night incident began » 
at 9:30 p.m. when police ‘of | 
= ficers spotted the.youth running | 
ia stop sign at 21st and Fraaklin. 
The chase began afier Lamb! 
would not stop as-a_ policemar! 
was flagging him to halt. 

Speeds ranged from 75 to 90), 
{miles per hour, records. show. 
Speculators question if Lamb's’ 
11967 Volkswagen could maintain 
ssuch speeds. Also unclear s : 


‘how Lamb managed to elude a 
number of police cars in the $ 

T chase covering much of the 
south of town, and across the| 
‘city to the northside, 


Lamb's car left the road at 


12th and Spruce streets, squeez | 
ed between a building and. 
‘telephone: pole and struck the! 
rear end of a parked truck. | 


The junior Lamb often made 


“the Woodrow Wilson Junior! 
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the EDITOR'S MAIL ` 


The Tribune welcomes letters from readers. The briefer oe a 


the better the chance of publication. All are subject to condensation or | 
rejection, All must be signed. The aa eapo not necessarily agree 
pith statements made and does not me t 


Dear Sir: T JA J 21 197 | 


onsibility. 


Literally speaking, I would like to “take up arms 


defense of the action of the Terre Haute city me ths 
© death of the Lamb boy. = = i Í 


Being parents, grandparents and great gran 
my husband and I have gone thr ugh a lot of wor! I 
heartaches—so our hearts and prayers are with the 
family in their time of grief. ‘ee yik 

However, we feel that the p e 
entire police department, is going 
this incident. ; 


life and am still a Terre: Haute te 
speak out in behalf of the actig 
people were very much endanger 
more, that it is the innocent by- a 
are not even allowed» by law, 
property from wrongdoers. ae 
. In so many instances, it seems 
hands are “tied.” for fear that they will be reprimanded 
for stepping on some big shots’ toes:"or, that some on 
scream, “Discrimination!” or their rights have been 1 


lated. 

Well, I for one, (and, my husband) “think 4 high fine 
that our law enforcement officers paid more money 
and more respect for. risking their lives to protect ours! 


Yours trul Ft 
MR. AND S. 0. T. FERRAND. 


R.R.1, tA, Clay € ty, Ind. 
oy 


_It seems. more ane 
who get hurt. They 
t their own life and 


at a police officers’ 


h ibe y 
that my heart aches for the family of 
led last Thursday night after he led 

e across our city. (I’ve raised five 

commiserate with them). 

‘that young people learned that when 
one “plays” rough the stakes are high. A reckless 14-year- 
old in a wildly speeding car can kill just as dead as the 
most hardened crimina al. 

Too long we've heard about the rights) of those who 
break the law. I feel its time somthing is said about the 
rights of the innoce j law-abiding citizen and the police 
officer who risks his life every time he encounters a law 
breaker. Pa hi 
Perhaps those who are censuring the officers who shot 
at that car and hit the boy would lik ry aiming ac- 
curately at the tires of a garenne ve ing car from a 
careening, speeding car. After all, em that the 
police gave that youngster plenty of tim QPRETORER resorting 
to drastic measures, “The. miracle of the whole horrible 
episode is a only one life was lost before oa ond 
was reaclic 


To the Editor: 4 
First, let me sa 
the boy who was. 
police on a wild 
children and can t 
However. it’s 


` Sincerely, , ‘ie 
NAME WITHHELD 

_ (Name on file) ono ree 

f e ey 4 TST 


All who admire a stolid law- arid Sider stance: must. be ` 


` particularly thrilled with the local event of last week. 


Who can help but admire the strict enforcement of law 
when applied to fourteen- -year-old paper carriers. Ey 1 
Those who participated in the chase and ultimate death — 
of the youngster must find comfort in Chamforts’ observa- 
tion. ‘‘’Tis easier to make certain things legal on to ` 
make them legitimate.” uF 
But a question: Why is it I don’t feel very ‘secure, now? 
JAMES G. BACKES, men 

3500 Margaret, Terre Haute. 


High School honor roll with A! 
and B averages. He played the; 
trumpet in the school band, aad 
‘carried two Terre Haute Star 
» paper routes for about a year. 


par 


mo 


hl Wan r 


TOR’ Yk v f - 


| = B 

A OAAR fy) 
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\ the better the chance of publication. All are subject to condensation or 
rejection All must be signed. The Tribune does not necessarily agree 
with statementa made and does not astu responsibility, 


ae oe F + 
ide iad | 
To the Editor: Ji it oe e 
This letter is in regard to th ie that took place here 


“AW One ; ee) eee 
T Der Sir: Shs rhe Lr, Trials GITY 
Fn Please do not think of us as a Bich of i 
gry. hoods, pocalise we are not Teatis. 
ly surprised about the seč I thi 
f, t tf cond a I 
jets exten oe colani of “Editor's Mail” Hee Sre 
t : f nose imiters, “a reekles 5 
a f hig speeding car,” and “thrilled with the eee ht 
rth eu Are these peoniv sick? : VA 
nade r aaae (TREN Lamb) was not wild. but 
n the cai, ti i j 
that was one of the last RR eon paan a 
How many drug pushers hay i 


in the city last Thursday evening. The outcome of it was all 
uncalled for as it was very unnecessary to do things the way, 
they were done. f Cou Py Shute nae 
As anyone wil! tell you there were other ways in which 
that car could have be stopped. But when the call came 
through to get that cag al any cost, they ail Look off on a 
shooting spree, Well cost is paid now and a very expen- 
sive one | would saysAnd another thing when 1 think of the 

kind of gun that was used it just makes me sick. 
. I have lived in the city of Terre Haute for 65 years. I 


e been killed or even ar- 
Just feel that when Billy 
e above mentioned should 
r, Oris there a deeper? 


We y ion i 
all want action the real facts and we pray 


was born and raised here and raised my family of eight chil- i that this will never | e ; - 
‘dren here. a Ai ht ps T aay T Aappen to such qag09d person as Billy, 
A _ And now T feel like the public is owed a statement from 
the Mayor, Chief of Police ‘and Deputy Coroner. 


Ask 
t 


again. JAN 
p Thank vau very much 2 6 
TINA ALBY, DEBE E-ROMAN, FLO CHESTERFIELD 
eres RODNEI CULLER. JOY LAZZELL, ANT. 
GENTRY DAVIDSON, RENEE BIRCHELL, 


+ 


f _ MRS. ANNA SCHATZ, 
. } _ = 2225S. lst St. . 


1 ? 4 Rae Siw 

. E hha" ; aA a 
To the Editor: Y JAW 231975 . 

~ We are quite concerned parents upset over the accident 
that happened last Thursday evening~ 

As taxpayers we should have the right to be informed 
on this matter. G hiy 

When is our Chief of Police and Deputy Coroner going 
to make a public statement? } 

_ It’seems as if they put their jobs uniforms. and City and ° 
State owned auto before any thought other than ‘stop that car 
a any cost.” and just look at the cost. This is a shame to our 
city. Take just one minute of vour time in’ silent thought. and 
try to understand the sorrow of others. when losing a child., 
Muliply your feelings by a million and you still could not ` 
reach the heighth of their grief. j 

MERE a te property are paid for by taxpayers, but 
what is the price for a life. de 
It seems there could have been another way. 
St, MR. AND MRS. ELMER W. HOLBERT, 
1211 S. 17th St. 
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5 The Tribune welcomes letters from readers The brieter thes are 
the better the chance of publication, All are subject to ensatian or 


rejection. All must.be aigned The Tribune does gal necessarily agree 
with statements made and does not assume responsibility. 


EeDear St, E, sgt t 
be - Although i arf ‘appalled by the fact that supposed], 
trained. skilled, ptofessional policemen were unable to slop 
a car driven by a child, without having to use firearm force, 
this letter is not meant to condemn the entire police force. 
Regardless of the tragic. unexplainable way this child 
| dicd, I feel that the general publie needs to know the kind 
of boy he was while he lived. ; 
He was not a wild irresponsible boy, he was just the 
opposite. git? 
This boy spent a great deal of time in our home and 
I do not recall that he was ever deliberately rude to anyoe. 
. He was always considerate of others, very respectful, porte 
to everyone, ‘young and old alike. f can say without :he 
-slightest doubt. that parents’ of his other’ friends would i 
` express the same feelings. | 
Billy Lamb was loved by many people. Grantedy he «| 
made a scrious mistake,,but the price he paid for that | 
mistake was much too high. 


Dear Editor: 
I wish at this time to commend and to criticize the local 
‘and state police the evening of Jan. 16, which;the results 
were of a high speed chase here in this city involving a 
| 14-year-old youth. The chase ended on Sprifce St., between 
[12th and 13th Sts., and ended in one uncalled for death. in 
| tbe first place if the boy wouid’ve stayed put when he was ` 
| stopped the chase would not have been necessary. ys! 
| Now I would like to commend apase officers that partici- 
ated which Jed to stopping this youth. 
A Now, i WES was it st ae to “bill? him? se gue 
A shot” in his shoulder. and the shot which struck him in’ 
| the head could | oie ilies leg. or in the other shoulder, but 
| was a volley of shots as reported preferred the HEAD only. 
|! Was this boy armed, did the boy fire back. was there a 
“warning” shot fired which is required by ail law officers. 
whether itebe federal, state. county. city or private detective ` 
agencies? Can those that were involved really know, or care. 
if it was his bullet which led to the Sh of this youngster, 


Yours truly. x 


T JAN 27 1975 MRS REBECCA NIXON, 


2730 Schaal Ave. 


live with his conscience. 
~. Can the State or the City officials make it known soon 
publicly why this had to happen? 

The Holy Bible states, “Thou Shall Not Kull.” It's the 
judge that says whether. or not a person iw ill serve life, or 
be séntenced to death, most certainly wa peace officer, 
unless there is no other way. In this case unless the youth 
was considered dangerous, to kill him wasewrong. 

ROBERT. E. CONLEY, < 
920 7th Ave. 
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` Cc aa aes yar wal 7 CTH) 
Dear Sir: AN 


As a mother and grandmother please let me state that 
my ‘heart aches for the family of the Lamb boy. I lost a 
young son some “years ago so truly know the heartache 
involved, but 1 keop thinking how different: public opinion 
would have becn had there been an accident, perhaps killing 
more innocent children during that mads then the police 
would haye been blamed for not stop him sooner and 
ihose same people would ‘have -been“ condemning all young 
drivers and saying our authorities are too Jax. 

Iso, on another subject. I am in»a position to hear 
criticism regarding the young mother against wnom charges 
have been dropped for so called ‘‘selling her baby”. I under- 
stand she and her new; baby son are under the constant 
supervision and the responsibility ofva local minister. and 
his family -- also she is under treatment at the Katherine 
Hamilton Menta! Hospital and réporting regularly to a Child 
Weare caseworker, hoping when she is weil enough to 
regain custody of her daughter. J ' 

Thank God for our Judge who is willing to give people 
a second chance and help, them help themseives if at all 
possible. Whai justice would have’ been served by sending 
a sick girl to prigon when she’can eventualiy be a good 
mother and (two sehildren saved a lot of misery just to 
satisty a venvefuF public? 


Sincerely, 
(Name onvfile) 


Dear Ediior: 7 JAN 28 1975 

This is concerning William Lamb’s death. Hilly was a 
friend, as well as a classmate at Wilson. He was in my 
Glasses and [ knew him well enough to say that there's 
jasi no way: tnat he wouldwtt have stopped. uniess ‘(like his 

he was, just out of his mind with fear. He was 

insane, crazy, or looking for excitement, like 

seen ‘to think. He was just a 14-year-old kid 

: Some people say that the police just couldn't have becn 

accurate’ th trying to shoot out his tires. Well why cauldn’t 

they? That is their job. That’s what the Terre Haute tax- 

payers are paying them, for. After they shol out the one 

(ire, they shouldn't have shot anymore at all. Biily couldn’t 

have driven’ long with only three tires. I. think the police 

| shottid be sweating a little now, because their ‘“‘steel-belted 

radia!” story didn’t come off. They knew Bill was no 

hardened criminal — they had the other youth in custody 
‘after a while: but yet they still shot. 

I hate it when people say that they couldn't “keep up 
with Billy’s car’ or “couldn't shoot the tires. out because 
Billy was going too fast’. Surley, they don't think that 

| Volkswagen was just truckin’ down the sircet leaving the 
police car bexind in a cloud of dust ... 
’ Sincerely. 
TAMI HURT 
18 Rutledge 
Terre Haute, In, 
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Dear Sir: j 
In regard to, 


of The Trib was in and out 


) ery respected in our 
p seen nor heard anything in Billy's 
aputhing but a good boy. $ 


many times. He“ 


Billy \ | 
the best p vel ook special time to Pes 
4 rot et É r ji the weather. 5 
Wi A eckless boy. He mad i 
angine S pice for it. ; : ee 

y only is close friends miss hi ; 
parents ‘who thought so much of him Piha gd. we 


+ Yours Truly, 


T JAN 29 1975 2UPY FAGG, 2826 Schaal Ave, 


sal issue ~ 


of my sons, but he was 


4 


} 


Wg 


the EDITOR'S MA 


The Tribune welcomes letters from reaters. The briefer they are 


í the better the chance of publication. All are subject to condensation or 


rejection. Al) must be signed, The Tribune does not necessarily agree 
with statements made and does not assume responsibility. 


>on ee 
Dear Sir: T SAN St 1975 

I am writing concerning the recent trage hich ended 
in the death of William Lamb Jr. I did not know the boy. 
or his family, but they do have my sympathy. ~ 

However, I cannot agree with the letter sent by his 
former classmate in which the police were: criticized for 
their action that evening. s 

The friend stated that “he was not hight insane, crazy 
or looking for excitement.’ Tbu how does, one explain the 
reason a 14-year-old youth was out driving his parents’ car 
without their knowledge, except to say that he was indeed 
“looking for excitment?” 

Granted, once he was being chased by the police, he 
probably was “out of his mind with fear,” bat that was still 
no excuse to allow him to continue risking his life as well 
as the lives of innocent people. 

I am sure that the policemen involved in the case are 
not proud of the tragic ending that night, but in my 
opinion, they should be proud of the fact they prevented the 
loss of more lives. AE 

Young Lamb's friend also stated that “the police of 
„Terre Haute are paid by the taxpayers to shoot out the tires 
of fleeing autos.’ but it goes a little deeper than that. 

The police are paid to protect the lives and well-being 
a the innocent citizens, and I, think they were doing just 

at. 5 

I am sure that being a policeman is not easy. which is 
why I feel that they should receive more praise and support 
from the citizens they risk their lives to protect day in and 
day out.. Thank you, 

(Name on File.) 


To the Editor: TJAN 311975 


We are writing to express our astonishment al the 
actions of city and slate policemen in dealing with a traffic 
violation by a 14-year-old boy, William Lamb, 

We question the validity of the decision to chase and 
stop the car at all costs, when the boy’s age and identity 
were known. He was endangering lives no more than the 
several police cars pursuing him. Had the police halted the 
chase they could have arrested the boy at his home later, 
avoiding a reckless pursuit which ended in a fatality, 

_ There can be no justification for the shooting of the 
driver. A police regulation states that officers should fire 
their weapons in high-speed chase only when fired upon. 
This was clearly violated. 

A 14-year-old boy made a mistake. panicked, and died 
vg The tragedy of this incident ‘must be faced and dealt 
with, í 

DRAKE CRITTENDEN. 2215 N. 10th St. 
| KAREN CANNON, b108 N. 11th St. 
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By ' DOUG SANDHAGE ~ 
~ . + Star Staff Writer . 
Facts surrounding. the de: 
of a’ 14-year-ol ee i 
youth Jan. 16. 
“minute chase 
police are 
eee 


licen an  thoug t that 
yay car was nE ted 


hase’ was reveale 
raok Hoffm 


n 
sae WAS ihe" Cc i imina 1 iare 
en seen. 1n [Divi 


\ and Frankli da 


i ig. S Swift 
ché would 
le to release more, of the 


nota told ‘The "Siar that a followin g "the à pro posed 


o ‘ene "yout 2 1) ja heen resved by ieas sam 

` ksng, E Me Yes shi! rat ar said ‘Jan: 17 that bul 

i Ogee i Mets “were taken from Lamb's 

athe “Ys BEN ing a light ina window near the jody during ‘the autopsy. How- 
25th and Franklin |eçer, he has not yet explained 

Streets. A police squad. car was pio AT AG 
then dispatched to the scene. | * ether or a the buliets, the 
Sometime after police arriv-}evc crash, 3 combjnation of 
born, cated a. 

Sta: ont mee that Veapons and bullets 
Coroner “George Kern taken frum Lamb and the auto 

3 been in complete c arge of ‘ore seat to the Washington, 
“the E mgg ! hea dquarters of the Fed | 

ats a I £ of lavenst 

“there blic stat ts vey for inv said Kearns. 
ko, ae is. he He under normai 

a State 1 } cireumstances the investigation 
e Security, i woul va been conducted al 
ause- of death Heca! laboratories but since boih 
v W leity and state police were in- 
Vigo Cout: ivolved, he decided that the FBI 
fwouid be “independent.” 
i While acknowledging that a 
) grand Jury may have tc be 


j 


jicallied in the case, Vigo Circuil} 


‘Couri. Judge C. Joseph Ander: | 
‘sou said thot ihe tinal decision 
j:rests with Kearns. Kearns de-i 
jict*ned to comment if he'd do sa, 
jon Monday. { 
TEk T 

Some questions which remain’! 

unanswered in the case are: | 


| 1. Did police, at any time dur-į 


fing the chase. know that their 
suspect was only 14 years old? 

2. When the youth who was 
riding with Lamb goi out cf the 
car at 19th and Huiman Streeis, 
was he questioned about the 
identity of the driver and if he 
was, was this informaticu re- 
layed to the pursuing police 
officers? 
` 3. How did the State Police) 
get involved in the chase? 

4. Who fired. and how many 
{shots were fired at Lamb? Were! 
ithe shots specifically aimed ati 
ihim? | 

5. Was shooting at Lamb a: 
last resort? Does an order toi 
“Stop a car at all costs? in-, 
‘clude the use of firearms: 
jforce? 

According to 


isigo at 25th 


Lamb refused to stop. 


Lamb pulled over at 19th and 


Huiman streets when a second? 
juvenile got out of the car. 


yWhile the youth was beigi 
detained by the officer, Lamb 


again took off. 


reports, the! 
pvnole incident started about = 
9:30 p.m., Jan. 17 when polices 
saw tne Lamh youth run a stopi 
and Franklin 
{ Streets. A chase ensued alter} 


| Margar et Avenue, west to Statel 
IRoad 63, i 


to Poplar Street, east to 8th 
ae nerts to Cherry Street, | 
east = A Street, ` north to 


H During ie high sated chuse, 
Lam resoriediy hit three city | 
‘police squad cars and was able 
"wo evede several roadblocks. | 
| Five city poiice squad cars and | 
one siate police vehicle were 
tin pursuit. : P 
Í rt + ` 
The shee: ended at J2th and 
+Spruce streets when the vehicle 
left the road, squeezed between 
4a telephone pcie and a building 
and then” struck the rear of a 
| parked dump truck. : 
| It is ie elgg at what time} 
ithe bras were fired at the Vebi- | 


At the scere, Tre. Sar counfe A 
at least eight buiet toles near} 
ithe sight rear tire. In addition, { 
ipart of the rear window or the 
sdriver’s side was breken eut. f 
} An eater report that an st-| 
tempi was pade ieat ‘shoot 
out the ‘iires had am batause |} 
they were. sievi-belted radials 


proved to be incorrect — the j 


tires were.not this ype. 
Lamb yas taken te Union} 
Hospital. where he was admitted | 
in critical condition. He died at 
11:05 pt. ` | 
| The. steond yeutziwho was} 
questioned’ by authorities the | 
folowing day, was not charged. i 
iReports “indicate-the youth sai 
he unsuccessfully tried to get 
F Lamb to’ stop. 
|--The - 1967--mədel Volkswagen 
T was extensiveiy Gamaged, 


Several “persons who were 
able .to- A parts ef 
©chase indicated ibat several near 
Crashes were just narro 
avoided, eSpeciaily when 
4youth went north en Bighi 
“Street, a one-way street, where 
traffic is romted south, 
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has to be 
Some other way 


On the nighi sr ier 16th tragedy 
struck down not only. the life of 14 year old 
Billy Lamb. Jr., but also the credibility of 
the police in our city. 

All indications are that Bily, an ex- 
ceptionally fine young boy, panicked as he 
was about to be stopped by police. A fear- 
struck fourteen year old driving illegally is 
as unexcusable as it-is tragically un- 
derstandable. With squadcar in pursuit he 
and his companian took off on a stranger 
than fiction chasaithrough our city streets 
endangering ‘life-and property, ended anly 
by a burst of guff shot. | 

Further indicatfons are that the police 
learned from the companicn later let out of 
the Lamb car that the driver was in fact 
only a 14 year gid. Those who monitor 
their police scanning radios say that the 
police direction wasto “stop the car at all 
costs.” un 

It will be our natural tendency to find a 
simple enemy in ail of inis--either the boy 
for violating the law in the first place, the 
patrolman who pulied the trigger, or by ex- 
tension all police in general. 

My concern is a larger question: what as 
citizens of Terre Haute do we expect of our 
police and how do we equip them 
psychologically to do what we ask of 
them? 

During the recent rash of robberies and 
house breakins, | repeatedly heard from 
citizen and police refated personne?! alike 
that “if | caught someone stealing in my 
home I'd shoot first and ask questions 
later.” There was even talk of vigiiante- 
type groups forming within the city, al! of 
which reminds me of Chicago's Mayor 
Daley and his infamous charge to his 
police during the 1960's looting and bur- 
ning of property: “shoot to kill!’ 

For all too many of us shooting or the 
threat of shooting is the only real crime 
contro! weapon that we give to, or expect 
from, our police. 

But then, in a society where violence is 
as American as apple pie, what eise can 
we expect? if we ever doubt this penchant 
to see the gun as America’s all-time and 
virtually all-occasion problem solver, we 
need only turn on the tube at night. Long 
gone are the problem solving methods of 
The Senator or of the social worker on East 
Side/West Side. THE GUN has become our 
solution of first and last resort. Our heros 
whether on TV or in real life are those who 


Crirninall CH} 


live by, around aha with the gun. 


To suggest gun control legislation | 


where the gun is so revered is the ultimate 
heresy. Even the legalization cf pot is more 
politically tolerable than suggesting gur. 
contro} legislation with teeth in it. 

Not until legislation outiaws hanzguns in 
fact may we ever in this society have a 
chance to stamp out gun-related solutions 
to our problems in mind. 

And, not until we equip our police, like 
do the British, first with crime centro! at- 
titudes and then with crime control 
methods other than  gun-related 
procedures will we ever prevent such 
senseless reoccurrences of Thursday 
night's tragedy. 

Lest we be too quick to dump all the 
blame on the pclice, however, we must be 
forever grateful for those countless other 
times unheralded by press, public, or 
potential victim that the police decide not 
to shoot, even at great risk. To shoot or not 
to shoot is tha daily dilemma that each of 
us lay upon our Terre Haute police. And, 
let's admit it, they're usually damned if 
they do and damned if they don't shoot. 

Nothing we do now can salvage this 
young life, as much as the police and ali of 
us wish we could. 

But, something must be done to salvage 
the police credibility in our city; for a 
police department's most valuable crime- 
prevention weapon is never its 
“threatability”, but always its credibility 
within the community. No police force on 
earth can keep the peace... without a 
deeply ingrained sense held by all that the 
police are in fact both friend and servant. 

A cover-up of the facts in this case. 
either by silence or by evasion, can only 
cause more harm in the long run than 
whatever embarrassment might be spared 
in the short run. This senseless tragedy 
has deeply affected the lives of our Terre 
Haute youth, some supporting the police 
shooting whatever the costs and others 
decrying the shooting whatever the facts. 
At a time like this, we all need straight talk 
and openness and honesty from the police 
and all other authorities involved. 

But even after all is tong forgotten about 
the night of January 16th in Terre Haute, 
the more lasting problem of violence in our 
society, whether police or citizen initiated, 
will still be with us. It’s as true now as 
ever: “a people who live by the sword will 
die by the sword”. There simply HAS to be 
some other way and that’s us | see it naw. 
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Continued On Page 1, Col, 1. l 


plete and full story of what hap-f 
pened on the night that Billy 
Lamb was injured. 

“And in order to get this, I| 
feel that the grand jury must bef 
called, not only for the benefit} 
of the Lamb family, but alsof 
for the Terre Haute Police De-| 

» partment and the officers that 
_ were involved. 


“We have been, from time to 
. time, told, or (there has been) 
reported in some of the news 
media erroneous statements i 
- about what happened that.night. 
And I say to-them that at nof 
: time was there any release or 
any report from my office or 
the Terre Haute Police Depart- 
ment and this is the first official 
report from the Terre Haute). 
: Police Department. < 
_“And the reason it is the first 
report is that we waited till 
we have all the facts, the inves- 
tigation complete. i 
“At no time, as reported, did 
the Terre Haute Police Depart- 
ment say there’ were steel- 
belted tires. on this Volkswagen 
—as there was not!—at no time 
were there 10 state police cars} 
or 10 city police cars in pursuiti 
of* this car— because theret 
weren't! E = | i 
“At the most, in any one 
time. there were three (city) is 
squad cars in pursuit and four} 
total involved in it at all times.” 
Swift reported. 


In the city’s investigation into 
young Lamb’s death, as in other 
police activities, Mayor Brigh- 
ton has said the police chief 
was in charge, had his confi- 
dence, and the conduct of po- 
lice business would be left up 
to Swift and the departmeni 
without his, the mayor’s inter- 
ference. ‘3 

This does not, of course. sug- 
gest that the mayor is not inter- 
ested, nor has it prevented May- 
or Brighton from communicat- 
ing that interest, and pressures 
on the mayor from the citizenry, 
to the police chief. z 


Ot particular concern to the! 


need to “.... make some kind 
ef a statement to lay to rest all 
of- the rumors that have started 

- . and it's- time that those 
Tumors were cleared up... 


M and those rumors become ram- 


Among the concerns ex- 
pressed in that regard was the 
appearance, seemingly > © sup- 
ported by silence from official 
sources, that authorities were 
ran . trying to cover up some- 


1 mayor; according to the con-} 
| versation with Swift, was the 
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| “Some teaa repone wary 
ine | there were steél-belted radial} 
| ‘tires (on the Lamb vehicle)./ 

ie $ There -were no steel-belted 

‘tires . . -^ Swift stated. i 

“Another thing,” he con? 
tinued, reports told of ‘. f 
‘city and 10 state police cars (in 


er! 
the chase). There were only* 


i) 4 ‘four city and one state troope 


e (squad cars)". . . no more than) 
| é ithree at any one time in closc) 
nqu ou mno a | 
; ' He said that other details. | 
Lam . B o) y. 


y ‘made public in a coroner's in- | 
Ri a7s quest, would answer questions 
jin the minds of people speculat 


‘ing on the case and would re- | 

“ jveal the degree of concern fo 

P įoublic safety felt by. authorities. | 
‘not only in connection with the | 


Hourswit of young Lamb. but n 
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T 1 1975 Wee TS PUG Lor other vehicles. 
Tribune. Staff. Writer xi Repeating that he was con- 
1i strained from revealing much in 


Terre Haute Police Chief Jim Swift Saturday called for both a grand jury}‘the way of the facts-he “wanted to 
~ inquiry and a coroner's inquest into the Jan. 16 death of 14-year-old, William R. Fet made public, Swift reported. 


mb Jr. following a chase by city and te police. But, L can sav that the chase 
ba nee AAE Aes a hate Pe i" wept on for more than 20 min- 


In a statement Saturday, Chief Swift stopped just short of demanding such lites” 


“ action by the office of the Vigo County prosecuting attorney and the county | Froressing L@iefidence that | 
i coroner. ‘public stinnort will come picks 
| “Tt ‘the revelation of the facts 0 
It’s necessary, not only-for the Lamb family’s benefit and the memory of ips emee. he said," We want to) 


’ young Billy Lamb, but for the policemen involved,” Swift said, adding that ye heard . 
. the citizenry deserves to know all the facts a oka ° to halt rumor and specu- j prior to -+theMpolice chief’s re” 


lation as well as correct erroneous reports. marie, inquiry by +The TRI- 
RINE io the affice of Prose tor! 


“Tm asking,” the police chief said, ‘in behalf of all ‘Terre Haute police!) s,m earns ‘and Corner) 
officers involved, that a grand jury be called ... and a coroner’s inquest be held.” |)... Ru-te Hroraht a report: 

* et l; 

} Chief Swift’s commenis in his office’ came. shortly after a two-hour meeting | ~*~ te fumer Ratio | sisi 
| with the Lamb family during which, it was indicated, facts of the case as disclosed | ea ve a beg Hi Bigs ABS i 
by the city police investigation were discussed. i Tt Per a a 
f 

| 

i 

$ 


: ' . ; fana. fram the coroner's office. 
However, Swift said he was unable to reveal all of that information to the | jhe return of reports on analv- 

media because of a continuing effort to cooperate with other agencies. 4 ses of phvsicial evidence from 
= OT ——— “The Terre Haute Police De- istate ant federal laboratories” 
vice 9 y P k: . | may be four or five weeks 
By partment , investigation is COM>} /gway, 77 
‘plete and has. been for ‘some _ 
time,” he declared, stating 
further that S . everything | 
has been turned over to the! 
prosecutor's offi and. the) 
coroner’s office tae including | 
all physical evidendejistatements' 
and everything. pa 

“Now, we're 
heard,” Swift said a 
ed that only the fa 
Matter will meet ti 
\public information — 
rumor and speculation. 

The police chief stressed that | 
this was the finst time his office | 
had said anything ` about the | 
ase and that any erroneous re- 
ports had to come from other | 
sources. 
Saying that he was “breaking 
his #silence only to further the 
aim of making public the facis 
of the ease. Swift said that he 


still felt restraine a n a com-| 
‘plete gatio haa to put 
of isi naa items 


circulated 


aif 


oi 


\39 


ER 
eroncr’s 
rand. jury probe. inio»the death 


iliam R. Lamb were Te- 
ques n letters sent to George 
ern. deputy coroner for Vigo 


‘County, and Michael H. Kearns, 
Vigo .County prosecuting attor- 
ney. by the Terre Haute Pelice 
Department, Monday. q 
William R. ). died 


the “actions by Chief of Police, 
James Swift Saturday. 
go the letters, Beecher re- 


Da 


fr ity 


| ested nL 


quested if De ] 


inquest n al 


. +h, 
case of 4 
coroner's 


suggested Lee 


FH } 
l J 


y Probe 


Unity Affairs File 


etters 


~The lettertojthe deputy cor- am 
cppomtee oner requested) an : 
st, the volving the hearing ofiwitnes- -Am 
Euston, ses, having the testimony re- Ean 


inquest in- 


)Jusuce of the peace of Harrison/duced to writing aud then pro- | 
Township and the senior justice, viding a written verdict. Beech | 
in the county, be appointed. A ¢r explained the department felt 


letter a specific person to be ap-| 
pointed if the regular appointed . 
deputies to the 


The request was made for an; — — 
‘prosecutor Inquest for we 
stopping the 
] community 


rumors in 
in the absence ol! 


such a public hearing,” accord 


Continued On Page 2, Col. 4. 


ees 


$ misinformation 


Inquest, Probe 


i N S. P om Page One. 


The letter to Prosecuting At- 
torney Kearns requested on be- 
{half of Chief of Police James 
\Swift and uniformed Terre 
Haute Police Department offi- 
cers involved in the Lamb inci- 
dent, that the prosecuting at- 
\torney ask Circuit Court Judge: 
|C. Joseph Anderson to convene | 
Ja grand jury or resummons the 
| grand jury originally impaneled| 
jtor this term of court, to hear 
evidence in connection with the; 
Jan. 16 incident. f 

Beecher explained the six} 
| persons on the grand jury: 
| wọuld hear the evidence and: 


decide on either an indictment 


or a no bill. Beecher said the | 
‘reason the department is ask- 
‘ing is if the grand jury decid:s 
on a no bill, “justifiable homi- |’ 
cide under the circumstances 
‘would be proved despite how 
unfortunate it was.” 

If the grand jury hands down 
an indictment, the prosecutor i; 
ihas the final decision to prose- 
| cute depending on if he can 
make a case out of it, Beecher 
j added. : 

The letter to Kearns stated. 
FAN of this is requested in 
| resolved and the rumors and 
stop 


police department and law en | 
forcement generally in the com: | 
| munity.” f 


order that all of the facts be Mame 


which isi 


Relurns Ver 


TAÆB 61975 


in i Lomi Suti Dea th 


ty 
Cyrwnd ond EPIA E sc CAE n 
at gi ranged from 50 io 75 miles per 
RWY din M xan comattenie coppie gre: i aa an never pari Three“ roadhlocks 2 ie 
h Stait Writer set up during the chase, but 
hh = rp Resa hinge air zpagic and ier en ree EuN Ead réparti disregarded 
A verdict of justifiable homi ' very sad to everyone involved, stated that an in ondaa threes, hit@agelwo cites 
cide has resulted from, the especially the family. No police- the Indiana. University > sSelipo Ron?! , 
coroner’s investigation into the man wants to shoo “anyone, of Medicine pe c eee Fiel aa act 
death of William R. Lamb, a much less. kill “them, especially | ‘was no trace of alcohol or drug During the chase, a c y 
| 14-year-old who died Jan. 16 fol- a 14-year-old boy. iin Lamb's body. , vehicles and one’state police gri 
lowing a high-speed: chase by. “But in the attempt to gct) Lamb's death followed a high- were involved. | state 
city and state police.  ș the car stopped, he (Lamb). speed chase that began at 9 Kern. confirme ma - 
The official coroner's#Peport./ was wounded and later died of p.m. on Thursday, Jan. 16. after excise officer ue a e inie 
released by -Drs «Robert J. the woundy’~ ‘the youth reportedly ran a stop State Police ve jele an 
Burkle, county coroner, and. The coroner's indings are in sign in the vicinity of 25th and involved in the chase. 

“George Kern, deputy coroner, agreement wi avlier reports Franklin sareets. i` At the time of the crash, both! 
‘indicated that the cause of that indicates famb's body. The chase ended. 22 minutes: city and state puts were at the| 
[Lamb’s deatin > hed wound in yielded no whole projectiles. later when the car driven by scene. t 
it ack of the jonly ‘fragments of metal. è Lamb lett ihe street, squeezed! Another youth TE “reported | 
pa y report e “Those metal fragments have’ between a telephone pole and a riding in Lamb's vehicle during| 
>was “just a splinter or frag- been sent for analysis to the building, and. finally. came, tothe early, stages of the cHase. 
met of metal—either’ a piece! Federal Bureau of Investiga- rest after striking the rear end That youth got ait the car 


metal from the:youth’s car or |tion, Washington. D.C. Kern of a parked dump truck at 12th “near, Hulman and 2ist streets, 
- ia Ctragoient | of; a ricocheted | would not speculate as to when and Spruce streets.: - was apprehended an ‘questioned | 
| bullet. =) ‘an evaluation of the fragments Police Teoorts indicate, that by police, and was released. | 
he“ youth "s onlygnther waunt would be made by the FBI. phen a city patrolman’saw the! “Kern stated that the second | 
as a grazed cut os the upper Kern stated that. if the youth's! youth run a stop sign. the officer: youth told authoirties ` that he| 
~l part of his, left arms death was caused by a hullet!began the chase that covered and Lamb had discussed stop | 
AF in neither“case (were ether fragment, it may eea he the extreme ae ae se Hae ping the aapt anig ines 
t rect bullet. known avhich police officéwfin £; southwest iselves up to the police. bu 
Mena x re Niis: s -such a bullet a aieea LII E and the near Lamb did not have permission 
Kern noted that the coroner's, He noted that several ast northside. yet ee Bite to use the car and was afraid 
1 in h result, of “facts officers fired durir the chase. were covered durin 
Senin the case.’ ‘The frazmen of metal was! During” that time, _speeds| Continued On Page 5 5, Ones 


Coroner Rules 


conii: ma e 


D E Sn 


wu 
to stop. 

-When the second - youth got 
ont of the car, it is reporied 
that he said he pdtlideled Ttun- | 
ning, but decided instead to go' 
to the police. When a police of 
ficer stépped out of his stopped 
car io aroach the second youth. | 
Lamb sped off again, ee 

_ Lamb. was & student at Wood. i 
row Wilson Junior High School} 
and the son of Mr. and | 
William R. Lamb Sr. 231 N.) 
}.23rd St. 


Dr. Jack G. Teint Wea a i 
pathologist who, performed the! 
autopsy of Lambs body, turned | 
over his inding to the coroner. 
|The cor also had access to 
ithe offic ice reports of the 
incident. 


Terre” ‘Haute ief of Police p> 
James Swift recently requested 
Michael H. Kearns. Vigo Cot mty | 
{ prosecuting attorney, to conifer} 
a grand jury probe into Lamb’s 
death. ` 

A number of rumors that cir- 

| culated following the incident, 
į including reports that the tires. 
fon the youth's vehicle were 
steel-belied and that as many as į 
120 police vehicles were involved! 
in the chase, have been deter: | 
mined as i i 


rA R AA 


rosecufor Kearns | 


Communic: 


Requests Probe 


Atairs Fiiy 
H | 


Hreceived in 
Thursday „or 


The mr rosectl ag attorney 
stated that all tests from the’ 
Indiana State Police: laboratory} 
had been co ted and were 
being ret ‘to his office, ~ 

In addition, Kearns revealed 
‘that results "from checks — of: 
metal fragments (which report 
jedly caused Lamb's death) wer 
being returned feomethe Fed 
Bureau of Investigation, Wash- 
D. C., and should be 
Terre Haute late, 


ington, 


P 


riday 
In the E, ae report fe- 


Gleased Wednesday, it was det 
Atermined that Lamb lad died of 


Of Youth's Death 


il FEB.. 161975 


veh 
By WAYNE PERRY 
Tribune Staff, Writer 


A weeks for a grand jury probe into the death of 14- year- -old William R. 
Lamb has been honored by Judge C. Joseph ‘Anderson, Vigo County, Circuit Court. 


The grand jury will be convened on Friday, ‘Feb. 14. The motion to call the 
grand jury session was filed Thursday morning by*Michac] H. Kearns, Vigo County. 
prosecuting attorney. ve a 


Lamb's death, occurring after a high speed” police chase, has been a center of ! 
controversy—with numerous public citizens, as well as, Terre Haute Chief of Police : 
James Swift, requesting an investigation into the incident, i 
| The youth evaded the police during a 22- minute chase on Jan. 16 after he had : 
| reportedly run a stop sign. 
stop the youth. The car crashed into a parked truck and the youth oe shortly 


"i 
Mir 
à 
si 


ow 


n 


thereafter. h 


| 
i 


$ counsel for certain police offi- 


| In a morning press conference, Kearns noted, “I believe mat the independent 
| investigation by the prr ebuta e office As now complete enough to take before a 
aout 7 5 wy grand jury.” 

j, That independent investiga- 

tion, Kearns reported, consisted | 

T of a review of all available offi- 

cial reports concerning the inci- 

ident a interviews of wit- 

T nesse uding, the police offi-| 

cers er@ainyolved in thel 
chase » TN 


Police in pursuit fired at Lamb’s car in an attempt to | 


a wound in the back: of the| 
head. Metal fragments; that, 
could have either been from} 


{tbe youth's car or. fromerico- 


cheted bullets, were sent to the 
Fi for examination. 

Noting that the Proceedings] 
of a» grand jury investigation 
were he T m secret, 
Kearns stated: = 


After) the sation of tael 
probe, depending on the out-) 
come, full disclosure of ithe! 
facts and circumstances will be 
needed, 

“Tt thereis an indiétment, the} 
grand jury report would not a 
disclosed since it might jeopar- 

ize a fair trial. i i 

“But if there is no indictment, f 
I would request the release of: 
the evidence intotal.”’ , 

Kearns estimated that the 

rand jury proceedings would 
‘last two or three days. 

He noted that he had request-, 
ed that the session be called 
îi Monday, Feb. 10, but that since 


cers would not be available at 
‘that time, Judge 


day, Feb. 14. 

The prosecutor anticipated 
that some 20 witnesses might be 
called by the grand jury. “He 
voted that’ the identity of those 
I witnesses would ‘not be dis- 
closed.” 

Noting that the grand jury 
probe would be totally different 
fromn’the corgner’s investigation, 
Kearns commented.that the jury 
could subpoena any witnesses 
it desired. 

“My role with the jury will be 
‘tovmerely assist it in its work,” i 
she eoncluded. ~ 
| Kearns reported that he had 


Continued On Page 5, Col. 2. 


Anderson) 
|| granted a continuance to Fri-f 


a a 


eee a eee 


fee a i i i i ee i ee ee 


T report had: ruled Lamb's dea! 


; _Also requesting that a jury be! 
* ealled in the letter to Kearns 
were the uniformed Terre Haute 
Police Department officers in- 

volved in the Lamb incident, 
Samuel E.. Beecher, y: 
arlier inform b's par-|adviser for the Terre Haute 
earlier informed Lamb's ParSstee" Department, said Mon 
Lamb Sr., 231 N. 23rd St., that|day that if a grand jury was 
a grand jury would be called. called, the six members would 


vinting coroner’s| hear the evidence in the case 
z s ] © : 
3 Sapepa S and decide on either an indict- 


oh gee homicide,’”| ment orano bil.: ~- 
Cee ct amie : wa . | Beecher said at the time.that 


| “Whether-or “not it was 
cide and whether or not it. was 
i justifiable: is, in- my- opinion,” 
ag jivlicial decision.» = ue 
“The-determination 
innocence must. be ee 
Po ean apa cial down’ am indictment, the prose- 
processing arent! | cutor-bas the: final decision to 
“The coroner's report was re-| prosecute depending’on if he can 
leased, Wednesday by Dr: Rob-| make a case out of it, Beecher 
- bc A E OA iaat 
ert. J. Burkle, county coroner, | added fromthe local: Golo: 
‘and George Kern, deputy” -|.. The letter from the polie 
Pty eoronersce VAa A y openen ae Kearns ene R 
E“ Kerpðstat he time that}. “All of this is requested: in: 
Rc eee a T EA order that all ofthe facts be-re- 
i civler was- based on» findings. of| Solved and the rumors and 11:5- | 
“facts presented in the case.” - | information stop which is ce-) 
. Lamb's death followed a high| generating. the morale: of the} 
‘speed. chase that began. at 9 police: department and Iaw en- 
‘p.m. om-Jan. 16,- after he re- 
|portedly ran a stop sign in the 
vicinity., of 25th and Franklin 


munity’? gon A i ak 


chase and was afraid to stop. 

Earlier in the week, Kero 
istated. that ar investigation by 
‘the Indiana. University School 
‘of ‘Medicine at Indianapolis in- 


letter to Kearns that a grand 
jury investigation ‘be: calied. «. - 


forcement generally. in.the com- \ 


To the Editor: ~J T FER 61975 
& This letter concerns the William Lamb tragedy. My first 
few statements are directed to Mr. (Name on File) of Fri- 


day, Jan. 31, the Editor’s Mail. I bslieve every ‘person has | 
a righi to his personal opinion, however, il he: will vot} 
endorse that opinion it should not be spoken. This person | 


makes a generalization that the boy was ‘‘looking for excite- 


ment”? directly debating the statement ef Bill Lamb's friend. f 


Mr. (Name on File) does not know the boy, was not involved 
and does not know the situation and has no basis on which 
to nyake such a statement. This perscn weighed his blind 
‘assumption greater than the knowledge of Lamb's; friend. 
An interesting quote was “, . . still no excuse to allow him 
to continue risking his life as well as the lives cf innocent 


people.” The first half of this statement makes no sense} 


knowing the conclusion and sounds like a direct insult. 

The police are supposedly trained with high speed driv- 
ing skills. therefore 1 cannot see how six Mercury Montereys; 
‘ould nct stop one Volkswagen driver by an igexperienced| 
14-year-old. Throughout the chase the engine/efithe Volks- 

wagen was staring the police in the face and y could 
neither put enough bullets into it to incapacitate 
nor puncture the tires. But when it came to Bill 
At high speeds a half dozen police cars chat 


; upon a Volkswagen because “the driver cf thi 


was endangering innccent lives.” = Whatever 

danger was present was multiplied by the l 

more powerful. ‘more dangerous. bullet-slingin 

As Drake Crittenden suggested had the polic 

senselcss chase the boy would not have drive 

ately, no innocent citizens would have been em 

the police could have picked him up at home Jater. _ é 
This is a tragic mistake by the’ police and must be 

inves: igated to the letter of ena 4, cee i, Í 

T FEB 6 1975, ~ 2826 Mariposa Drive. - 


f mart 
Mr. Editor: ; pig els os 

I wish to give thanks when thanks are due. 1 asked Harry 
Brentlinger to investigate the road that ‘goes up into the 


Village of Whitcomb Heights because of a bad curve in the | 


road on a hill. i ; ER TERON 
At the bottom ofa ravine was a large amount of water, 


into. which any car migatego off into when it was slick and {f 


icy, My daughter lives on this hill and I was afraid for her } 
and the children's lives in (ne winter time, Brentlinger in- 


spected the road and had a guard rail instalied there and ee 
from how it looks today, 1 think someone else should be f 


thankful for it too, for s 
I truly want to thank 


such a good and quick j 


j 
7 


nm 


bl 


. Pai 
Oe sore enone! > K Hj E: ee p 
eports. Dr. Jack D. Weini (No more than four city -potice | 
the autopsy, vehicles and one. state, police 
the cor- auto, were involved in the chase 
at a given time. At the time ol 
the Crash, both city and states 


rf 
4 


| Burkle, Wedgesday. “were no w H 
L A verdict of justifiable in the youth's body. The Indiana age, was involved in a police. 
\ homicide was the result of the University, School. of Medicine chase Jan. 16. The chase! 
| coroner's investigation. The also reported that no alcoho! initiated near 25th and Franklin! 
yreport was released by Burkle nor drug traces were found in ‘ 

jand George Kern, deputy coror- Lamb's body. The metal frag See LAMB DEATH , 
ner, , ments were sent to the FBI in On Page 23, Column 3.» 
| They reported the wound was Washington for amalysis, but 2 E z 

caused by “just a splinter or there was no indication when a= 

fragment of metal — either ajreport would be received. i 

piece cf metal from the youth's, Kern indicated that if the 
\car or a fragment of ametal fragment was from ai 

Iricocheted butlet.’’ The only pullet. if would be. practically 

other wound was a grazed cut impossible to determine which 

on the upper part of his arm. officer's gun fired the, shot. He, 
T Kern emphasized the coror- also acknowledged that an ex-, 

jner’s findings were the result of cise officer was riding in the: 
ifacis presented in the case, state police vehicle, and was i 
from poli¢e and medical volved i the chase. 


veici run a stop ‘sign. 
j During the, chase, which!” 
) jiasted 22r minutes and coveredi 
C| nore than seven “miles, the 
Youth “ran ttiree “roadblock 
damaging two: cityspolice vel 

Ps. mA _ seconds ‘youth _ was 
Bren. ted in amb vehicle. 
"D jtvaped olt near 21st and) = 
4 Jluiman when Laimh" stopped, 
i Phe second 5 W was question- 


$ 
| 
Í 


cond- youth tokl pelje 
Lamb boy was” afra 
i. as he badi taken fbe car 
ithout his pavepls’ pernyission. 
€ chase continued fram the 
southside to the" trth, where! 
Lamb is said to have driven his 
Ma vehicle between a building and 
a utility. pele omear 12th and 
Spruce Sts., and stopping when 
Mihe vehicle strik a parked 
4 duinp. truck. 
Lamb- was 
Woodzow) W Tainio Bi 
shool and t e\_of-Mry and 
rs. Witham Ry tantb, Sr., 23! 
Yard St. 


a student 


at ie 


P T + il 

Chief ol Polices James Swilt! 

receniv. requesicd Vig) County| ; 

2 i Michael He deaens: pa, conduct al 
E wd jury peste inko Lamb’ 
death. A pumit cof romor 
; piollowng tac < twee inciden 

W ociuding reposts thewe were 20% 
„poliçe vehucies apihe- chase, and 
that. tires ob @imb's vehicle! 
were sleobé@Rrd”™” faye bén 

ctormined afMitse. + 
a Thee (mgs are wagie and 
g, extremely sad tò everyone: in-| 
voli tic ukaghy. the 
On Stated. ` 


mudh- lost kj amn omne, especial 
ly a dd-yew-cid: youth. But, i 
an attempt to gei, the car stop 
pedis Lawib was “wounded and | 
‘later died™@! ‘the wound!” k. 
$| Prosecu ‘Reams is ex- 
‘pected #9) make “a ‘statement! | 
‘regandii he -covummen's report | 
request for a grand jury | 
0 


ia VAS e 


Jury Probing 
on is (Pammunt , h 


w g" 


would be up to the grand jury 
to determine what witnesses are 
9 r auenbonings but he 
Kearns reported early Friday redicted that some 20 persons 
that he atcieat that the si might be involved. "He noted 
member panel would besin ses-, that the identity of those wit- 
sion for two or fliree days. ¿nesses would “not be disclosed.” $ 
Some 20 Pippie tS e ex-| The prosecutor added, ‘My 
pected to be.called as the juryjrole with the jury will be to ği 
investigates Lamb's, death,jmerely assist it in its work.” § 
which oecurred after a high! If the jury investigation pro- 
—‘speed police chase on Jan. 16.)ceeds as Kearns has estimated, 
© Kearns ‘requested on Thurs- a verdict might be returned by 
“;day, Febi«6, that the jury he Tuesday or iesday of next 
1 caled. At that time. Judge: C.| week. If a etment is re- 
Joseph Anderson. Vigo County, 


Circuit Court, honored the re-) € 
quest and called the jury for Drosecute, depending on wheth- 
Feb. 14. . ter he believes he has a case. 


On that. date, Kearns. stated, | 
'I believe that the ï 
nvestigation by the prosecutor's} 

enough t 


death of 14-year-old William R, 
Lamb began Friday at 9 a. 


4 A grand jury probe in Kearns explained that it 
County Prosecutor Michael H 


certain police officers would no 
have been, available at that 
j Judge Anderson set thef" 
Si] Feb, 14 date. p So : 
J : ring the jury , sessio, f 

Í stated: a i AY aa a wil ra = the woy 
“Aftor E = „ithe pesuits of his office’s inde- 

d Bii a wi etio of a pedent investigation, which con- 
g brobe, oe, n 1e oul- istect-of a review. of all avail-Pe 

come, full di Hthesfacts opie reports concerning the in? 

d circumstances will be need-; ae aa <a 
ag 80 cident and interviews of wit- 
B Seecae ; EA nesses —- including the police 

If there is an indictment. officers who Was involved in 
the grand jury report would |e phases Gi i 


elt, ne misht dpo) Tamb vee tne ote aur f 
“But if there is no indictment. {had reportedly. run à stop sign. 

I would request the release of police’ in pursuit fired at his! 

the evidence in total. icar in an attempt to stop the f 
fyouth. The car chase ended 


Continued On Page 3, Col. 4. 
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EYL 
Continued From Page One. 
Fiala fl Pg 


r- erashed into, 
the youth died 


either been from the youth's; 
car or from ricocheted bulleis,' 
were sent to Go FBI for exami-) 
wes ; 

_ The coroner’s report ruled the; 
death ‘‘justifiable homicide.” | 


w, { 
“EVN AS 
The Vigo County Grand Jury| sections of Werre fe 
Friday began its investigation 
into circumstances surrounding 
ae death of 14-year-old William 
. Lamb Jr. streets Bi 
: s i rthday. 
ail Hs r Ry a Be Chae Tona NASA H. led, ia e N 
t following a high-speed police Kearns said the grand jury pro- pared Bs ae anes J t 
chase which covered much of|be will probably last two orline boy’s death PED ARE 


re- 


| the southside and near northside |three days with a verdict _ex-'homicide 


minations to be made by a 
judge or a jury. < 
? ++. + 

Grand Jury proceedings are 
secret; however, Kearns said if 
there is no indictment forth- 
coming. he would. request a 
{full disclosure of the testimony | 
presented before the Grand} 
Jury. i 

Terre Haute Police -Chief 
James L. Swift had earlier call-t 
ied for a Grand Jury probe of} 
ithe incident because of the con- 
|troversy that erupted following; 
the incident. According tof 
reports, several shots’ were 
‘fired during the chase and the} 
coroner's report did not specify | 
whether or not the metal frag-} 
ment which inflicted the fatal 
‘wound was from a projectile or| 
from the car itself. 

Kearns said some 20 
witnesses would be called toj 


testit wis 5 
è» 


4 

A Vigo County- grand jury;They did not meet Monday be- 
probe into the death of 14-year- cause it was a legal holiday. 
old William R. Lamb went into| Kearns anticipates that the 
its second day Tuesday. session will take two or three 

County prosecutor Michael H. days. Some 20 witnesses are ex- 
Kearns requested on Feb. 6 that pected to be called. as the six 
the grand jury be called by Cir- member grand jury concerns 
cuit Court Judge C. Joseph itself with Lamb’s death. whicn 
Anderson. Rna after a high-speed po- 

‘At that time. Judge Anderson lice chase on Jan. 16. 
honored the request and called, The coroner’s report ruled the 
the jury for Friday. Feb. 14. death “justifiable homicide.” 


Ĉ Onwaynar s 


Dees To 


Testil ily 


74975. ; 
| Vigo Circuit Court Judge C.' 
Joseph Anderson has called the: 


Ss) grand jury into session Feb. 11 


to investigate circumstances | 
} surrounding the death of 14. 
year- -old William R. Lamb Jr. > 
© Young Lamb died Jan. 16 
| following a high-speed police 
‘chase that originated near @ 
© Twenty-first and Franklin{ 


Í streets and ended when the au- f 
tomobile Lamb was drivingy: 


Conumenting on the coroner's, 
repark 


noi Lamb's death was homicide 
and whether or . noted was 


| pustifiables are judicial deter! | 
minations. He said guilt or inno-: 
cence must he decided by a’ 


judge or a jury. ‘Nobody h=s 
the right to invade the judicia: 
process," he said. 

Kearms had requested thel 
grand jury be called into: 
session Monday; however,. 


' Judge Anderson granted a con- 


tinuance to the following Friday! 
when it was learned counsi forj 
cemain police officers would not! 
be avilable Monday. 

Lamb's parents. Mr. and Mrs.) 
William R. Lamb Sr., 231 N. 


23rd St., were notified earlier & 
that the grand jury would bef 


crashed near -Twelfth an diy 


Spruce strects. 
County Prosecutor Michael FE.) 


Kearns’ requested the grand ey) ta 


jury session in a motion filed 


Thursday morning in circuit) 9) 


‘court. Lamb's death resulted in | 
a _ major controversy which} 
sparked numerous calls for aj 
Kao jury probe. 

Sill ili 


Kearns said whether or 4 


` a 
Terre Haute Police Chief ` 


poe a grand jury inve 
lan er’s ing 


ed 
br! 

which call ath) 
justifiable micide. ‘ ‘ 
The coroners report ap- 
par ently. precludes af coroner's, 
finquest, =n ic would have been 
annunusval! procedure ungi To 
diana statutes. j 
Dr. Burkie s aia the! 
investigation by his office, | 
which was led by Deputy Cor-. 
: oner George Kern, ‘determined! 


Sec GRAND JURY 
On ) Page 3, Column 1 
i Ny 


x f 


iJames Swift Saturday called for! 


e 
Continued From Page 1 
that Lamb died of a wound i 
the back of the head inflicted h 
a splinter or fragment of meta 
Burkle said it could not b 
determined whether the, frag 
ment was from a projectile or 

from part of the car itself. 
Kearns Said Thursday the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
has completed tests on the frag- 
ments and results of the test 
« should be available Friday. | 
++ t+ | 


Some 20 witnesses are exiji 


pected to be called to testify at 


the grand jury proceeding. i 


including police officers, invol v- 
I ed in the chase and others 

Kaans explained that 

jury testimony is privi 

he said if no indic 


> forthcoming the evi 


be released "in © 

estimated the probe ¥ 

two or three days. 
Kearns inoted bhat 


ments immediately | 
cident and that he 
has tried to follow 


perennial conflict 
dom of press ang 
right to Know 
stilutional rights: Of 
involved. 

“I believe in a 
niso ina gove 


Hr cesses," Keanns 


in apd as 
Constit. uti ton.” 


turns ‘No Bill 
FEB 221075) OmmunityeAtirags is 
eath 


Of Lamb 


hg Details of the grand jury inquiry, ‘ending Friday a week of closed hearings into | 


ihe Jan. 16 death of William R. Lamb Jr., remain to be released following the 


t grand. jury report 
inab the jurors did not f 

sun to return any ind 
against anyone, «epeated 
varlier promise to seek release 
yf information obtained into the 
police pursuit of the 14-vear-ofd 
driver, including gunfire and 
ending «with his death following 


a crash. mi 
The “grand jury “began its 


session Feb. 14. It recessed. for 
Ihe three-day holiday, weekend 
and reconvened Tuesday moru- 
ing. Kearns said the jury re. 

ained in session into the night 
ən several occasions. A total- o 
35 witnesses were called to.testi, 
fy. he said. , | 

Kearns requested Feb. 6 the 
Grand Jury be called into Ses; 


14-year-old Lamb boy. A contro-! 
versy erupted after Lamb died; 
in a high-speed police chase that 
covered much of the southside 


and near-northside sections of Mi 


r i 


Terre Haute. | 


_ Several persons. including Po-} 
lice Chief James L. Swift, asked 
for a Grand Jury probe of the 
incident after numerous rumors 
began circulating, many 
which put blame for the youth's, 
death on policemen involved in 
the chase... 


| County Coroner. Robert, J.) 
Burkle released a report of the 


linvestigation 


1 > 


H 


investigation conducted by his 
office Feb. 6 ın which the death 
was called a “justifiable bomi- 
cide.” ! 
Kearns said later, however, 
that whether the death was a 
homicide and whether i was 
justifiable are judicial deter- 
minations to be decided by a 
judge or a jury. — . 
Dr. Burkle said when he 
released the report that the 
by bis © office, 
which was led by Deputy Cor- 
noner George Kern, determined 
that young Lamb died of a 


wound in the back of the head 
which was inflicted by a splin- 


ter or fragment of metal. 
Burkle said it could not be 
determined whether the frag- 
ment was from a projectile or 


4from a part of the car itself. 


The chase began at Twenty‘ 
first and Franklin streets, ac- 


| through a stop sign. At one 


point in the chase, Lamb stcp- 
ped the car he was driving to let 


jhis passenger out of the car. 


Lamb led pursuing policemen 
from both the Terre Haute 
Police Department and Indiane 
State Police across the south 
end of town to Prairieton Road 
then back east and north 
through the downtown area. The 


iehase ended when Lamb crash- 
jed his cay. at Twelfth and 
| Spruce streets. 


Because of the involvement of 


ja state police unit, the Federal 


;Bureau of Investigation was 
asked to conduct tests on cer- 
tain pieces of evidence. 

According to reports at the 
time, Lamb was driving a car 
owned by his parents, but 
without their knowledge. The 
youth's companion, an uniden- 
tified juvenile, was among 
witnesses who testified before 
the Grand Jury. 


‘encangered. The. ‘state police 
maintains a similar policy. i 
Kearns said tbere was no 


a H ‘ i evidence that the pursuing poli- 
LE ER aF $ i Oat STO ‘cemen were fired upon. 
ea near weft 1 ) pulled away from An Indiana State Excise of- 


byt 


me 


sie 
aa 


‘tter | streets when the i el at which time the} ficer who was riding in the state 
Vigo Coun ty” prosecutor driving crashed intoa “parke as was taken into cus police ca? involved. in the chase 
Michael Ti “Kearns “Friday re- truck. |tods tie chase resumed. would probably be considered 
leased resulls of an investiga- AN | ‘investigation revealed an authorized passenger. in the 
tion conducted “hy afi | The chase began when a pa- | that there was no ¢ conversation state police vehicle under pre- 
‘into the death of" William R.'trolman on routine duty spotted |between the juvenile who had ici à 
(Lamb Jr. Jan. 16, °') he Leanh, Gar cunna stop signjbeen Lamb's passenger and the? 

mee said for every, min-|at Twenty- fifth and — ranklin policeman who was driving, the | 
ute of the 17-mile police ld streets. Kearns S th re had|squad car. four Sicot fired shots 
which resulted in Lamb’s!heen a report of rower i a “+ e+} z rE Taar ol vehicle — three 
death, his NGS spent five|the area which wa eiv There had been earlier’ specu- from police vehicles and one! 
hours on the investigation. Heithe Terre Haute Police Depart-!lation that the boy hag'told the from a stationary position. | 
isaid every aspect of the inei-! men approximately one ee of ficer who the driver! H p 
[dent Was scrutinized from “the'hour earlier, He. said, th of the fleeing car Was, said the case is. close 
‘points of view of both the! port came from a ,babysiiter! The high: speed chase began’ Kearns, office’ is' concerned. 
Lamb family and the three law|at a residence within three city at 9°03 p.m. and ênded at 9:20 as far, as his office Jonger a 
enforce ement agencies involved |ylocks of the spot where Lamb, p.m. It covgred nine and cne- He said hehe oe ae au 
in. the tragedy was observed running the slop tenths miles and the route inf possibility ugh rit is possi- 

tive-action could 


| Lamb, who was 14 at the|sign. 1v amini ‘eluded 20 stop signs and 16 traf- prosecution tara 

time of his death, led police} During the »-chase, Lambh|tie control signals. ble admin: z 

on a chase that began near|stopped his car at Twenty-first) A total of 76 specimens re- ve brought against law enforce- 

Twenty- fifth and Franklinjand Hulman streets and a pas- Naha ae following the chase ment: abies ee by. ` ir: | 

strecis and covered much ofjsenger™ got. out of the car. 7 = tive agencies. 

lihe south and near-northside While a pursuing policeman) sa aed to fpe Pegoral apu | Kearns. said: he- i 

areas of the cily before il iwas walking toward the Lagat orv. at Washington, D.C tor | from. releasing..any . testimony 
— = er : e R ules before the -county::Grand- Jury} 


evaluation.. The specimens in f hicks on Feb. 21 and. Feb. 


{cluded twelve metal fragments 
inci- 
removed from the boy’s body, 25 ta 28 to Skater ey the- 


seven cartridge cases. a shot f 
igun shell casing, two pieces ofi 
‘wadding, two .357 magnum re 
volvers. a .38 Special revolver. 


a 12-gauge shotgun, five ear aA * 
itridges, two shotgun shells and] verdict, of, ‘nos bill Febr 28° at | 


| 43 photographs. which time ‘Kearns said he 
The FBI tests on the metal would petition: Circuit- Court C. 
jfragments, which were deter Joseph- Anderson. for wii 
4mined to™be the cause of td release results - of “the 
$ death. were inconclusive.. The 5 SS at 
epena stated only that the 
š specimens “are 12 non-mag 
Bnetic metal fragments of un- 
determined origin which bear} 
“ino marks of value for identifi- | 
cation“ with a-suspect. weapon.” 
Tests on the. other specimens 
were similarly" inconclusive. 
et + 
~ The autopsy’ report revealed 
that Lamb’s-injuries included af 
wound causedeby a lead projec-} 
‘tile on the head and left shoul- 
z der, discoloration of the left 
;eye. a forehead contusion and 
‘abrasions on the right forearm 
and left knee. 
' The official report of theg 
jinvestigation conducted by the} 
‘Vigo County Coroner's - Office! 
listed as causes of death a pro- 
jectile of lead to the*right side) 
of the head and petite) 
abrasions and contusions. 
Several speeiments, of ‘lood) 
and body. tissue.were sent to the: 
‘State Department of Toxicology 
‘for evaluation? report show-| 
ed no traces of oho! er drugs 
(of any kind in the boy’s body 
Kearns also produced copies 
of the eity “potice and Indiana} 
State Police firearms policy as 
eed chases. |} 
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ficers should fire hei 

only when fired upon and then’ 
only when they are a solutely 
sure that no innocent*party is! 


Search Continues. For Man 


Community Affairs Fite | X 
In Double -Murder Case | X 
~rame anA Cumial TH + BOT roa | | 
By BLAINE AKERS Gin St., were shot to death albout| gunman, and in the process.| 


Star Staff Writer 


Local police authorities con- 
tinue their search for a 33-year 
old Seelyville man wanted on 
two counts of first degree mur- 
der in connection to Monday 
night’s double homicide on the 
city’s northside. 

An arrest warrant for James 
Rufus Loyd. 33, Seelyville, was 
obtained by city detectives 
Tuesday afternoon, according to 
Capt. Frank Hoffman, in charge 
of criminal investigation. 

According to city police, two 
half-brothers, Donald Wayne 
Douglas, 24, 658 Elm St., and 
Walter Lee Melvin, 27, 1731_N. 


~ 


Madi 
x “ 
i 


6:20 pum. Monday near Sixth|was reportedly beaten by the! 
Street and Maiden Lane. Some|warited suspect. Robins -wasi 
details of the shooting incident/taken to Union Hospital Monday! 
are incomplete and police detec- |mght and was released follow-| 
theirjigg treatment of a mouth injury, ; 
investigation. à Gn Dolce said. x u : i 

A spokesman for one of the) Preliminary police reports 
victims’ family told The Star|.conflict, with the family 
there had been a long-standing| SPokesman's allegations. Police| 
“grudge” between Loyd and the; Said Monday night --if was 
itwo half-brothers, The| believed Robins was injured by: 
\spokesman alleged Loyd had pre-| Loyd and moments later the 
| viously threatened both Douglas two half brothers came to Ro 


tives are continuing 


aye : k 
j and Melvin, but reasons for the)>!NS’ rescue. Following an argy-! 
ment, both Melvin and Douglas. 


alleged vhreat were unknown. 2 
E TH were shot byfthe lone gunman. 


indicate the shooting happened 
after an argument between the! 
‘half-brothers and Lloyd. the| 


|, Although city police reports) Serine said. 


A Terre Haute detective ssid! 
Tuesday night the case is under. 


family spokesman claims the se- continued investigation and cir-' 


quences leading to the shooting | cumstances surrounding 


were reported incorrectly. 
The spokesman. whose name 


the 


double homicide were still) 


.8 being wiltheld, said the mur-| waelear, ; i 
, der suspect drove to 1709 N. 6th . } 
St., about one-half block north * g | 


_ now identified as Loyd. f 


of Melvin's home, got ‘out of his! 
U-Haul truck and began 
shouting obscenities taward the 
nouse where Douglas and Mel 
|vin were. According to the 
source, Douglas first walked, 
outside the house and engaged 
in an argument w:th ‘He man. 


Following the verbal dispute. 
it is believed Douglas was shot) 
in the heart from point blank 
range, according to ballistics; 
reports. 

Meanwhile, Melvin came out | 
side the house to’ investigate 
matters and was subsequently} 
shot twice by the murder 
suspect, city detectives said | 
Melvin was shot in the side once 
and also received a flesh wound 
to the face, according te! 
ballistics. 

The spokesman alleged Ron-| 
nie Robins, 2], 1935 N. 5th St., 
then tried to stop the fleeing 


kk 


Jdfmes s R:Loyd í 


et aN 


Areas 


i é in Bee i 


i James “Rufus Love, 33, 
Seelyville, wanted for the 
| double slaying of two Terre 
‘Haute men Monday night, has 
been apprehended in In- 
dianapolis, according to Terre 
Haute Chief. of Police James 
Swift. à 

Loyd was picked up by of- 
ficers from’ the Indianapolis 
Police Homicide Division, who 
acted on information from 
Terre Haute police, at 2:30 a.m. 
Wednesday. Local * authorities 
received a 
‘whereabouts. around 8 p.m, 
| Tuesday. The arrest was made 
in the Beech Grove area. iA 
warrant charges Loyd with two. 


icounts of first degree mutger.. 


“The double homicide Mohday 
involved ` Donald yne 
Douglas, 24, 658 Elm St., and 
Walter Lee Melvin, 27, 1731 N. 
6th St., who were killed in a 
shooting incident near 6th 
Street and Maiden Lane at 
about 6:20 p.m. Monday. 

Reports indicate the half- 
brothers became inyolved in an 
argument with a` subject 
identified by police as Loyd 
near Melvin’s ‘northside 
residence -+ Monday 
Douglas and Melvin were 
reportedly;. shot and 


tip~on his 


night. | 
the, 


| 


Grovė A 


assailant fled the scene ai a U- 
Haul pick-up truck. | ee: 

In connection: with another 
Monday night Shooting, Æt E 
Hoopengarner, 48, 191251 
St., is being held in Vig Gounty 
Jail in lieu of Aa bond 
following the, death of fier 
husband, i jat] their 
residence. is aA 

Preliminary thira. ‘of 
assault and battery. with intent 
to kill and commission of.; a 
felony while armed with a 

adly weapon have been filed 
against Mrs. Hoopengarner. 
She was arraigned in Vigo: 
Circuit Court Tuesday af- | 
ternoon before Judge. Joseph 
Anderson. wI 

Terre Haute City Police were 
called “to the Hoopengarper 
residence shortly before 10 p.m. 
Monday and found 
Hoopengarner in the hathroom, 
where he had been shot with a 
.38 caliber handgun. He was 
taken to Terre Haute Regional 
Hospital, where he was 
pronounced dead several hours 
later. 

Meanwhile, two Terre Haute’ 
men charged in the weekend 
murder of a Marshall, g- 
‘farmer made initial jap- 
pearances in Clark County 


Cau: 


Tt hts. — 


dips’. File. 


ead Be 


Gircult Court. a > and were 


ruled indigent, with a public 
defende: appointed for each. 


_, James Edward Baker, 24, and 


Thomas'F.. Hummel; 25, both of 
2318 * Sycamorè St., were 
attested Monday and ‘charged 
with the nfurder of 70-year-old 
Everett A. , Liwix. 


Clark County Sheriff James 
Hills reports that Baker and 
Hummel will face formal 
arraignment on Monday, Oct. 6, 
in the circuit court. > 
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ð THE TRIBUNE, un NALA 
Jury Convict ts_ 


James R. L 


A 12-member Vigo oma 
Court jury found James Rufus 


Loyd Jr., 
counts of first degree murder 
Wednesday, after three hours 
and 35 minutes of deliberation. 
The trial lasted eight days, 
with jury selection completed 
last Monday, Jan. 5. Judge C. 


Joseph Anderson ordered a | 


pre-sentence investigation to be 
completed by Feb. 10, at which 
time sentence will be 
pronounced. Indiana statutes 
provide life in prison on 
conviction of first degree 
murder. 

Public defender Robert F. 
Hellmann said Thursday that he 
would appeal Loyd’s conviction. 
Hellmann was assisted in the 
defense by former Chief Public 
Defender Robert Howard 


Brown, who is now a county, 


court judge. 

Chief Deputy prosecutor 
‘Phillip I. Adler presented the 
state's case and was assisted by 


Detective Thomas Tanoos of the 
Terre Haute Police 
Department. 


33. guilty on two’ 


- Oy 'S rile | 


Sov ‘was > arrested in a 
suburban Indianapolis 
apartment several days after 


the Sept. 29 shooting at 6th’ 


Street and Maiden Lane on 
Terre Haute’s northside in 
which two half-brothers, Walter 
Lee Melvin, 27, and Donald 
Wayne Douglas, 24, were killed. 


Both sides called numerous 
witnesses to testify. Unusual 
security precautions were 
ordered by Judge C. Joseph 
Anderson throughout the trial, 
after it was reported that 
threats had* been made on 
Loyd’s life and against some of 
the witnesses. 

Both sides had one hour to 
present final arguments. Adler 
reserved his final 20 minutes 
until the defense had concluded. 
Brown spoke to the jury, on 
definitions of premeditation and 
self defense, before Hellmann 
concluded his final arguments. 


The defendant did nottake the ` 


stand. 
The gun used in the double 
shooting has not been found. 
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